
Tokelau
(territory of New Zealand)

Geography

Location: Oceania, group of islands in the South Pacific Ocean,
about one-half of the way from Hawaii to New Zealand

Area:
total area: 10 sq km
land area: 10 sq km

Land boundaries: 0 km

Coastline: 101 km

Maritime claims:
exclusive economic zone: 200 nm
territorial sea: 12 nm



Climate: tropical; moderated by trade winds (April to November)

Terrain: coral atolls enclosing large lagoons

Natural resources: negligible

Land use:
arable land: 0%
permanent crops: 0%
meadows and pastures: 0%
forest and woodland: 0%
other: 100%

Environment:
current issues: very limited natural resources and overcrowding are
contributing to emigration to New Zealand
natural hazards: lies in Pacific typhoon belt

People

Population: 1,503 (July 1995 est.)



Population growth rate: -1.3% (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Tokelauan(s)
adjective: Tokelauan

Ethnic divisions: Polynesian

Religions: Congregational Christian Church 70%, Roman Catholic
28%, other 2%
note: on Atafu, all Congregational Christian Church of Samoa; on
Nukunonu, all Roman Catholic; on Fakaofo, both denominations,
with the Congregational Christian Church predominant

Languages: Tokelauan (a Polynesian language), English

Government

Names:
conventional short form: Tokelau

Type: territory of New Zealand



Capital: none; each atoll has its own administrative center

Administrative divisions: none (territory of New Zealand)

Independence: none (territory of New Zealand)

National holiday: Waitangi Day, 6 February (1840) (Treaty of
Waitangi established British sovereignty over New Zealand)

Constitution: administered under the Tokelau Islands Act of 1948,
as amended in 1970

Flag: the flag of New Zealand is used

Economy

Overview: Tokelau's small size, isolation, and lack of resources
greatly restrain economic development and confine agriculture to
the subsistence level. The principal sources of revenue come from
sales of copra, postage stamps, souvenir coins, and handicrafts.
Money is also remitted to families from relatives in New Zealand.



Industries: small-scale enterprises for copra production, wood work,
plaited craft goods; stamps, coins; fishing

Agriculture: coconuts, copra; basic subsistence crops - breadfruit,
papaya, bananas; pigs, poultry, goats

Transportation

Railroads: 0 km

Highways:
total: NA

Ports: none; offshore anchorage only

Airports: none; lagoon landings by amphibious aircraft from
Western Samoa



Defence Forces

Note: defence is the responsibility of New Zealand
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